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Philosophy 
 

Mission Statement 

The Township of Ocean Gifted and Talented Program strives to serve above-

average students who exhibit “gifted behaviors.” These gifted behaviors may be 

identified as academic achievement, creativity, and/or task commitment. The 

Gifted and Talented Program will serve as a vehicle for radiating excellence 

throughout the school environment. A partnership of home, school and 

community will challenge students to develop their talent potential to the fullest. 

The mission of the Gifted and Talented Program is to motivate, challenge and 

nurture all identified students to achieve their highest level of performance by 

providing instruction and support to enable independent learning.  

Through the district’s comprehensive 3-8 Gifted and Talented Program, based on 

the Renzulli Triad Model, The Ocean Township School District fully commits to its 

responsibility in recognizing the specific needs of its students and fostering these 

students’ interest in order to ensure they become life-long learners and can 

contribute to the positive development of themselves and society. 
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Core Principles and Values  
The Gifted and Talented Program strives to: 

• Provide enrichment opportunities for above-average learners. 

• Encourage student interests, total talent and abilities to the fullest potential. 

• Introduce students to a variety of resources. 

• Guide students in becoming independent, creative producers. 

• Develop research skills that will enable the student to locate and interpret 
information. 

• Foster close communication between home and school. 

• Teach students to learn to communicate effectively. 

• Teach students discover interests and develop skills for self-directing 
learning. 

• Promote critical thinking, divergent thinking and problem solving. 

• Encourage and foster creativity and risk-taking. 

• Foster commitment to task and time management. 

• Align curriculum to current research that supports best practices. 

• Provide emotional growth by developing positive self-concepts, 
independence, and self-evaluation. 

 

We believe that children grow and develop at different rates.  
Therefore, students will be screened each year. 
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Curriculum 
The Township of Ocean Gifted and Talented Program strives to meet the 
individual needs of its academically talented students by providing appropriate 
educational opportunities. In addition to selecting topics of special interest, 
students will also interact with others of similar abilities and interests. 

Studies in Gifted and Talented may involve many different activities and cover a 
wide range of topics. Within these activities, skills are incorporated to promote 
the development of: 

• Communication Skills 
• Critical, Divergent and Creative Thinking 
• Problem Solving  
• Research Skills 
• Self-Directed Learning 
• Personal Development 
• Decision Making 
• Independent Learning. 
 

Our Gifted and Talented curriculum is aligned with the NJ Core Content 

Curriculum Standards (NJCCCS). Integration of NJCCCS across the curriculum 

results in a rich and varied educational environment. 
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Program Design 
The Township of Ocean School District provides opportunities and options for 
students with high ability to help them develop their potential. Among the 
available programs are: 

• Group Activities 
• Individual Projects  
• Homogeneous Grouping  
• Mini-Courses and Workshops 
 

The Township of Ocean Gifted and Talented Program is designed to provide 
identified students with a differentiated curriculum. The curriculum is 
interdisciplinary and based on individual student interest. Emphasis is placed on 
inquiry and investigation. 

The academic Gifted and Talented Program begins in the second half of the 
third-grade year and continues until the conclusion of the eight grade.  

 

Grades 3-5 

Students are pulled out of the regular classroom to meet with the Gifted and 
Talented teacher twice a week. Class time is divided into group activities and 
individual projects from students’ interest. 

Grades 6-8 

In the Intermediate School, identified students in grades 6-8 may elect to 
participate in the Gifted and Talented Program for one semester each year. 
Students meet with the Gifted and Talented teacher for forty minutes each day. 
Class time is devoted to development of creative thinking, problem solving, 
workshop activities, and investigation of student-oriented projects. 
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Identification  
The Gifted and Talented Program focuses on meeting needs of its academically 
talented students. Students who have potential for inclusion in the Gifted and 
Talented Program, must have a minimum score of 22 (stanines) on the Cognitive 
Abilities Test in order to be screened for the program.  

Selection is based on test scores, including the Cognitive Abilities and NJ ASK 
(L.A. and Math), and teacher evaluation (classroom and enrichment teacher)  

Identified students are then placed in a Gifted and Talented Talent Pool which 
typically represents 5% to 8% of the population. 

3rd Grade Criteria Matrix 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4th – 8th Grade Criteria Matrix 

40%

15%15%

30%
CogAts
NJ ASK Math
NJ ASK LA
Teacher Eval.

$

40%

15%15%

30%
CogAts
Holistic
MTB
Teacher Eval.
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Sharing Student Progress 
Evaluation of student progress is an ongoing process that is accomplished by: 

• Parent/Teacher Conferences when necessary 
• Phone conferences when necessary 
• Orientation 
• Report Cards 
• Email (Teachers on the Web) 

 
Success in the Gifted and Talented Program is dependent upon the students’ 
motivation in meeting the expectations and goals of the class. It is with this goal 
in mind that we expect all Gifted and Talented students to maintain a minimum 
average of 85 in all subject areas in order to remain in the program. If this 
average cannot be maintained, the parent will be notified to determine continued 
participation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 
 
 

READING ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM 

 
GRADES 1 AND 2  
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ELEMENTARY READING ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM GRADES 1 AND 2  

 
READING ENRICHMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
 

The Reading Enrichment Program is designed to encourage students to use their listening, speaking, and 
reading foundational skills to extend their understanding of written language. Students will learn to apply 
these skills automatically and flexibly to decode and comprehend fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. 
Students will read a wide variety of texts that require strategies and skills with more complex vocabulary and 
ideas. The Reading Enrichment Programs encourages students to: 

• Use acquired concepts and metacognitive skills to read and write more independently.  
• Comprehend and respond to texts using multiple skills and strategies.  
• Extend vocabulary skills to use oral and written communication effectively.  
• Use reading and listening, speaking and writing, and media and technology resources to 

accomplish a purpose. 

The Reading Enrichment Program strives to foster the following Enduring Understandings: 

• Good readers use strategies to monitor their decoding and comprehension.  
• Good readers ask questions as they read.  
• Good readers use resources to help them figure out new words. 
• Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain meaning from what 

they read.  
• Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
• Good readers ask themselves what happens and why it happens.  
• Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply strategies to enhance 

their comprehension.  
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make connections (text to 

text, text to word, text to self) to make text personally relevant and useful.  
• Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and characteristics facilitate 

the reader’s ability to make meaning of the text.  
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The Screening Process  

 
The screening process for the Elementary Reading Enrichment Program is similar to the procedures that are 
utilized for the Gifted and Talented Program for Grades 3-8.  The screening is based upon multiple 
measures and is based on a weighted point matrix.  The Reading Specialists for each elementary school 
conduct the screening and implement the Reading Enrichment Program in their buildings.  The following is 
the criteria utilized for screening for this program.  

 

 

• Oral Fluency Assessment: students receive a score of 0-6     
(the student must be 2 years above grade level in this area) 

 

• Gates-MacGinitie Reading Test: 4th Edition: possible total points 82 
 

• Teacher Evaluation: the classroom teacher evaluates the student utilizing a 0-3 rubric 
 

Total Possible Points: 91 points 

 

***If participated in the program in second grade, the student will earn an extra point-so the total points 
possible will be increased to 92 points.   
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GRADE 3 
 

Gifted and Talented  
Curriculum 
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Topic: READING  

Big Idea:

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension, and fluency.   

 

 

 

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.1.3.E.1; 3.1.3.F.3; 3.1.3.G.1; 3.1.3.G.2; 3.1.3.G.4; 3.1.3.G.5; 3.1.3.G.6; 3.1.3.G.8; 
3.1.3.G.13; 3.1.3.G.14; 3.1.3.H.1 ;  3.1.3.H.2 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What do readers do when they do not 
understand everything in a text? 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to a 
writer’s choice of words? 

• How do readers construct meaning from 
text? 

• Why conduct research? 
 

 

 

 

• Good readers employ strategies to help 
them understand text.  Strategic readers 
can develop, select, and apply strategies to 
enhance their comprehension. 

• Words powerfully affect meaning.  
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, 

and make connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text personally 
relevant. 

• Researchers gather and critique 
information on a topic from a variety of 
sources for specific purposes.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Reading with a specific purpose. 
• Making inferences regarding word 

meanings from text context. 
• Distinguish between cause/effect, 

fact/opinion, and main ideas/supporting 
details. 

• Ask why, how, and what if questions after 
reading a text. 

• Acknowledge an author’s use of sarcasm 
and humor. 

• Discuss underlying themes and messages 
in text. 

• Draw conclusions and make inferences 
from text. 

• Use the library to conduct research. 
• Draw conclusions and make inferences 

from the collection of data and information 
through research.   

 

 

Activities:

• Research and Library Skill-Types of 
resources (online databases, books, 
encyclopedias, Internet, journals, etc.) 

• Select and read materials (both fiction and 
nonfiction) appropriate for research 
purposes 

Assessment:  

• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Individual assessment-individual critique 
• Peer conferencing 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Rubrics (including criteria for content, 

processing skills, and collaborative effort) 
• Interviews, oral presentations (oral 

responses) 
• Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 

 

 

 



14 

Topic: WRITING  

Big Idea:

Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of purposes and audiences.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.2.3.A.1;3.2.3.A.5 ;3.2.3.A.6; 3.2.3.A.8; 3.2.3.A.11; 3.2.3.A.13; 3.2.3.B.4; 3.2.3.D.1; 
3.2.3.D.4 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do good writers express themselves? 
• How does process shape author’s product? 
• How do writers develop a well-written 

product? 
• Why does a writer choose a particular form 

of writing?  

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas 
for thinking, learning, communicating, and 
aesthetic appearances. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies 
that enables them to vary form and style in 
order to write for different purposes and 
contexts.   

• A writer selects a form based on audience 
and purpose.  

•  
Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Use brainstorming, discussion, and 
personal experiences to generate ideas for 
writing. 

• Successfully revise a piece of writing.   
• React to one’s own, and others’, pieces of 

writing. 
• Develop voice in writing. 
• Reflect on own writing. 
• Write for a variety of purposes and 

audiences. 
 

Activities:

• Note-taking skills 
• Checklists, charts, graphic organizers, and 

graphs 
• Editing for kids 
• Young Authors Project 
• Advertising Yourself Project 
• Create, illustrate and publish original work 
• Development of research and library skills 

(infuse research and online databases) 
• Analyze and determine the validity of 

references and resources 
• Integration of technology 

Assessment:  

• Peer conferencing 
• Teacher conferencing  
• Writer’s Workshop (pre-write, write, revise, 

edit, and publish/6 + 1 Traits) 
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Topic: SPEAKING  

Big Idea:

Oral language is a tool for communication, thinking, and learning.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.3.3.A.2; 3.3.3.C.3; 3.3.3.D.2; 3.3.3.D.3 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How can discussion increase the 
knowledge and understanding of ideas? 

• When is it appropriate to ask questions? 
• How to speakers express their thoughts 

and feelings? 
• How does the choice of words affect a 

message?  
• How does a speaker communicate so 

others will listen and understand the 
message?  

 

•  Oral discussions increase knowledge and 
understanding of ideas. 

• Questioning and contributing help speakers 
convey their message, explore issues, and 
clarify their thinking.  

• A speaker’s choice of words and style set a 
tone and define a message. 

• A speaker selects a form and 
organizational pattern based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Speaking in a focused manner. 
• Utilization of advanced vocabulary and 

figurative language effectively. 
• Utilize feedback from others to improve 

presentation abilities. 
• Deliver a formal presentation after 

preparation and rehearsal.   

Activities: 

• Advertising Yourself Commercial 
• Oral presentations-(PowerPoint, creative 

writing, Author’s Signing) 
Assessment:  

• Oral presentation rubric 
• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher observations  
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Topic: MATHEMATICS  

Big Idea:

 The mathematical processes are imbedded in the context-specific ideas, questions, and understandings 
delineated for the first four standards.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 4.5.A.1; 4.5.A.2; 4.5.A.3; 4.5.A.5; 4.5.C.3; 4.5.D.2

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How does mathematics appear in everyday 
experiences?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mathematics is intertwined in many 
everyday experiences, and is important for 
success in the world in which we live.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Exposure to authentic problem-solving 
experiences. 

• Solve open-ended problems and 
problems with multiple solutions. 

• Apply a variety of problem-solving 
strategies. 

• Reflect on individual problem-solving 
process.  

• Recognize mathematics being utilized 
in a variety of situations. 

• Utilize reasoning to support 
conclusions.   

Activities: 

• Learning centers (Brick by Brick, 
Noodlers, Sudoku, Happy Cubes, 
Logic Links Puzzles, Square by 
Square) 

• Logic puzzles (Whose Clues and 
Stories with Holes) 

Assessment:  

• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher observation/anecdotal notes 
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Topic: SCIENCE  

Big Idea:

 Science is a way of thinking about and investigating the world in which we all live. 

NJCCCS Alignment: 5.1.4.A.1; 5.1.4.A.4; 5.1.4.B.4  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What constitutes evidence? 
• When do you have enough and the right 

kind of evidence?  
• How can results be justified and explained 

to others? 
• What makes a scientific question?  

 

 

 

 

 

• Scientific inquiry involves asking 
scientifically oriented questions, collecting 
evidence, forming explanations, connecting 
those explanations to scientific knowledge 
and theory, and communicating and 
justifying those explanations. 

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Raise questions about the world in 
which we live.  

• Seek answers to these questions 
through observation and 
experimentation. 

• Develop strategies and skills for 
information gathering.   

• Develop strategies and skills for 
problem solving.   

Activities: 

• Ocean Animals Project 
• Hands-on centers-investigation of 

scientific theory 
Assessment:  

• Rubrics (including criteria for content, 
processing skills, and collaborative 
effort.) 

• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher observations 
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Topic: CRITICAL THINKING   

Big Idea:

All students will demonstrate critical life skills in order to be functional members of society.   

NJCCCS Alignment:  9.2.4.A.1; 9.2.4.A.2; 9.2.4.A.4; 9.2.4.B.2; 9.2.4.B.3; 9.2.4.C.5

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do I decide or make a choice? 
• Why do I need to be accountable? 
• How do I best communicate?  

 

 

 

 

• The choices we make as individuals affect 
self, family, community, and the world. 

• Personal attributes, behavior, knowledge 
and skills promote self awareness, personal 
responsibility, and self direction. 

• Effective communication skills are 
necessary to convey meaning and 
understanding to others.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Recognize and define a problem. 
• Plan and follow steps to make a 

decision and draw conclusions. 
• Recognize personal strengths and use 

these strengths to their advantage. 
• Accept constructive criticism. 
• Work cooperatively with others to 

complete a task.  

Activities: 

• One Hour Mysteries-crime scene 
mysteries where students get actively 
involved in all aspects of crime 
solution 

• Enrichment learning centers (Brick by 
Brick, Noodlers, Sudoku, Happy 
Cubes, Logic Links Puzzles, Square 
by Square) 

• Cooperative groups 
• Logic Puzzles (Whose Clues and 

Stories with Holes) 
• Analogies 

Assessment:  

• Teacher observation  
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Elementary Enrichment 
Workshops  

 
 

Grades 1-3  
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Elementary Enrichment Workshops 

Elementary Enrichment Workshops are three-week mini-courses that incorporate 
three main components (Enrichment Learning Centers, Whose Clues? and 
Stories with Holes Workshop and Primary Logic and Reasoning Workshop). 
These mini-courses are offered to first through third-grade students from 
September to June. Students are pulled out of the regular classroom for 30 
minutes per week in pre-scheduled time periods. Class time is devoted to 
development of the following: 

• Creative Thinking 
• Cooperative Learning 
• Divergent Thinking Skills 
• Problem Solving 
• Investigation of Scientific Theory 

Three-Week Mini-Courses 

1. Enrichment Learning Centers: Enrichment learning centers provide 
hands-on experiences that promote cooperative learning through finding 
relationships, organizing information, critical and divergent thinking, and 
deductive and spatial reasoning.  

Learning Centers 
Happy Cubes 

Noodlers 
Logic Links 

Brick by Brick 
Block by Block 

Square by Square 
Rush Hour 

Sodoku 

2. Whose Clues? and Stories with Holes Workshop: Two noteworthy 
book series that Nathan Levy has authored. These books feature quiz- 
and riddle-like formats that promote cooperative learning through 
deductive reasoning and critical thinking. 

 

3. Primary Logic and Reasoning Workshop: Mini-lessons from a series of 
books published by Dandy Lion Publications. This series introduces 
students to the basic elements of logic through examples and guided 



21 

practice. Skills that are developed during these lessons include: finding 
relationships, solving analogies, logical thinking, deductive reasoning, and 
organizing information.  

Nomination Process 

The classroom teacher recommends students who show an interest in learning, 
tend to "think outside the box," and can afford to miss 30 minutes of class time 

once a week for three weeks. 

NJCCCS :9.2.4.1.1; 9.2.4.A.2; 9.2.4.A.4; 9.2.4.b.2; 9.2.4.B.3;4.5.A.1; 4.5.A.2; 
4.5.A.3; 4.5.A.5; 4.5.C.3; 4.5.D.2,5.1.4.A.1; 5.1.4.A.4; 5.1.4.B.4.  
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GRADE 4 
 

Gifted and Talented  
Curriculum 

 
 
 
 

Topic: READING  
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Big Idea:

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension, and fluency.   

 

 

 

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.1.4.E.1; 3.1.4.E.2 ; 3.1.4.F.1 ; 3.1.4.F.2 ; 3.1.4.F.4 ;  3.1.4.G.2 ; 3.1.4.G.3 ; 3.1.4.G.4 
; 3.1.4.G.6 ; 3.1.4.G.13 ; 3.1.4.H.1 ; 3.1.4.H.3    

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What do readers do when they do not 
understand everything in a text? 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to a 
writer’s choice of words? 

• How do readers construct meaning from 
text? 

• Why conduct research?  

• Good readers employ strategies to help 
them understand text.  Strategic readers 
can develop, select, and apply strategies to 
enhance their comprehension. 

• Words powerfully affect meaning.  
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, 

and make connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text personally 
relevant. 

• Researchers gather and critique 
information on a topic from a variety of 
sources for specific purposes.   
 

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Identify areas presenting difficulties with 
comprehension when reading text. 

• Infer word meanings from context and the 
word itself. 

• Use an appropriate dictionary to 
independently define unknown words. 

• Distinguish cause/effect, fact/opinion, and 
main ideas/supporting details in text. 

• Cite evidence from text to support 
conclusions. 

• Understand an author’s opinion. 
• Recognize an author’s point of view. 
• Read regularly in materials appropriate for 

their advanced reading level.   
• Use the library classification system to find 

information. 
• Read about and research a topic 

independently.   
 

Activities:

• Exposure to various genres of literature 
• Multi-cultural look at different themes and 

characteristics of various literature 
• Research and library skills-types of 

resources (online databases, books, 
encyclopedias, Internet, journals, etc.) 

• Individual interest project 
• Great Explorers 

Assessment: 

• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Peer conferencing 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Rubrics (including criteria for content, 

processing skills, and collaborative effort) 
• Interviews, oral presentations (oral 

responses) 
• Teacher observation-anecdotal notes 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: WRITING  
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Big Idea:

Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of purposes and audiences.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.2.3.A.1 ; 3.2.3.A.5 ; 3.2.3.A.6 ; 3.2.3.A.8 ; 3.2.3.A.11; 3.2.3.A.13; 3.2.3.B.4; 
3.2.3.D.1 ; 3.2.3.D.4 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do good writers express themselves? 
• How does process shape author’s product? 
• How do writers develop a well-written 

product? 
• Why does a writer choose a particular form 

of writing? 
 
  
 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas 
for thinking, learning, communicating, and 
aesthetic appearances. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies 
that enables them to vary form and style in 
order to write for different purposes and 
contexts.   

• A writer selects a form based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Generate ideas for writing through 
brainstorming, recalling experiences, and 
discussion with others. 

• Make beneficial revisions to a piece of 
writing. 

• Work with peers to comment on and 
critique writing. 

• Develop voice when writing. 
• Use computer word processing during the 

writing process. 
• Reflect on one’s own writing for strengths 

and areas in need of improvement. 
• Present and discuss writing with peers. 
• Write for a variety of reasons. 

Activities: 

• Note-taking skills 
• Checklists, charts, graphic organizers, and 

graphs 
• Folktales 
• Editing for Kids 
• Create, illustrate, and publish original work 
• Develop of research and library skills 

(infuse research and online databases) 
• Analyze and determine the validity of 

references and resources 
• Integration of technology to produce written 

work 
Assessment: 

• Peer conferencing 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Writer’s Workshop (pre-write, write, revise, 

edit, publish-6 + 1 Traits) 
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Topic: SPEAKING  

Big Idea:

Oral language is a tool for communication, thinking, and learning.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.3.4.A.2; 3.3.4.B.4; 3.3.4.B.5; 3.3.4.B.6; 3.3.4.D.1; 3.3.4.D.2;    

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How can discussion increase the 
knowledge and understanding of ideas? 

• When is it appropriate to ask questions? 
• How to speakers express their thoughts 

and feelings? 
• How does the choice of words affect a 

message?  
• How does a speaker communicate so 

others will listen and understand the 
message?  

 

 

 

•  Oral discussions increase knowledge and 
understanding of ideas. 

• Questioning and contributing help speakers 
convey their message, explore issues, and 
clarify their thinking.  

• A speaker’s choice of words and style set a 
tone and define a message. 

• A speaker selects a form and 
organizational pattern based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Stay focused on the topic while speaking. 
• Participate in class discussion offering 

opinions and listening to the opinions of 
others. 

• Reflect on information heard as a result of 
inquiry. 

• Solve or understand a problem through 
group dialogue and cooperation. 

• Speak for a variety of audiences and 
purposes. 

• Prepare, rehearse, and deliver a formal 
presentation.    

Activities:

• Oral presentations (PowerPoint, persuasive 
speech, creative writing, folktale festival) 

• Performance tasks (real life demonstrations 
of skill/understanding) 

• Cooperative groups  
Assessment: 

• Oral presentation rubric 
• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher observations 
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Topic: MATHEMATICS  

Big Idea:

 The mathematical processes are imbedded in the context-specific ideas, questions, and understandings 
delineated for the first four standards.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 4.5.A.1; 4.5.A.2; 4.5.A.3; 4.5.A.5; 4.5.C.3; 4.5.D.2

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How does mathematics appear in everyday 
experiences?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mathematics is intertwined in many 
everyday experiences, and is important for 
success in the world in which we live.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Exposure to authentic problem-solving 
experiences. 

• Solve open-ended problems and 
problems with multiple solutions. 

• Apply a variety of problem-solving 
strategies. 

• Reflect on individual problem-solving 
process.  

• Recognize mathematics being utilized 
in a variety of situations. 

• Utilize reasoning to support 
conclusions.   

Activities:

• Learning centers (Brick by Brick, Noodlers, 
Sudoku, Happy Cubes, Logic Links 
Puzzles, Square by Square) 

• Logic Puzzles (Whose and Stories with 
Holes) 

• Individual project 
Assessment: 

• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher observation  
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Topic: SCIENCE  

Big Idea:

 Science is a way of thinking about and investigating the world in which we all live. 

NJCCCS Alignment: 5.1.4.A.1; 5.1.4.A.4; 5.1.4.B.4  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What constitutes evidence? 
• When do you have enough and the right 

kind of evidence?  
• How can results be justified and explained 

to others? 
• What makes a scientific question?  

 

 

 

 

 

• Scientific inquiry involves asking 
scientifically oriented questions, collecting 
evidence, forming explanations, connecting 
those explanations to scientific knowledge 
and theory, and communicating and 
justifying those explanations. 

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Raise questions about the world in 
which we live.  

• Seek answers to these questions 
through observation and 
experimentation. 

• Develop strategies and skills for 
information gathering.   

• Develop strategies and skills for 
problem solving.   

Activities:

• Individual project 
• Hands-on centers: investigation of scientific 

theory 
Assessment:  

• Rubrics (including criteria for content, 
processing skills, and collaborative effort) 

• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher observation 
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Topic: CRITICAL THINKING   

Big Idea:

All students will demonstrate critical life skills in order to be functional members of society.   

NJCCCS Alignment:  9.2.4.A.1; 9.2.4.A.2; 9.2.4.A.4; 9.2.4.B.2; 9.2.4.B.3; 9.2.4.C.5

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do I decide or make a choice? 
• Why do I need to be accountable? 
• How do I best communicate?  

 

 

 

 

• The choices we make as individuals affect 
self, family, community, and the world. 

• Personal attributes, behavior, knowledge 
and skills promote self awareness, personal 
responsibility, and self direction. 

• Effective communication skills are 
necessary to convey meaning and 
understanding to others.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Recognize and define a problem. 
• Plan and follow steps to make a 

decision and draw conclusions. 
• Recognize personal strengths and use 

these strengths to their advantage. 
• Accept constructive criticism. 
• Work cooperatively with others to 

complete a task.  

Activities:

• Learning centers (Brick by Brick, Noodlers, 
Sudoku, Happy Cubes, Logic Links 
Puzzles, Square by Square) 

• One Hour Mysteries 
• Logic Puzzles (Whose Clues and Stories 

with Holes) 
• Analogies 
• Cooperative Groups 

Assessment: 

• Teacher observation-anecdotal notes  
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Topic: READING  

Big Idea:

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension, and fluency.   

 

 

 

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.1.6.E.1; 3.1.6.E.2; 3.1.6.E.3; 3.1.6.E.4; 3.1.6.E.6; 3.1.6.F.2; 3.1.6.F.5; 3.1.6.G.4; 
3.1.6.G.9; 3.1.6.H.6    

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What do readers do when they do not 
understand everything in a text? 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to a 
writer’s choice of words? 

• How do readers construct meaning from 
text? 

• Why conduct research?  

• Good readers employ strategies to help 
them understand text.  Strategic readers 
can develop, select, and apply strategies to 
enhance their comprehension. 

• Words powerfully affect meaning.  
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, 

and make connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text personally 
relevant. 

• Researchers gather and critique 
information on a topic from a variety of 
sources for specific purposes.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Use prior knowledge to make connections 
with text. 

• Vary reading strategy according to purpose 
and text type. 

• Make revisions to predictions after reading 
and processing information. 

• Infer specific word meetings from the 
context of a reading passage. 

• Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word 
choices and meanings. 

• Construct meanings from text by making 
connections to self, an author, and others.  

• Make inferences using textual information 
and providing supportive evidence. 

• Produce projects and reports to 
demonstrate learning.  

Activities: 

• Reference and Research tasks with use of 
Library materials. 

• Chosen autobiography  
• Selected materials (newspapers, 

magazines) for classroom 
discussions/debating 

• Interpretation of fact and figures 
Assessment: 

• Self assessment 
• Peer critique 
• Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 
• Oral responses 
• Conference Student/Teacher 
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Topic: WRITING  

Big Idea:

Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of purposes and audiences.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.2.6.A.2; 3.2.6.A.7; 3.2.6.A.8; 3.2.6.A.10; 3.2.6.A.11; 3.2.6.A.13; 3.2.6.D.2; 3.2.6.D.6; 
3.2.6.D.7; 3.2.6.D.9 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do good writers express themselves? 
• How does process shape author’s product? 
• How do writers develop a well-written 

product? 
• Why does a writer choose a particular form 

of writing? 
 

 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas 
for thinking, learning, communicating, and 
aesthetic appearances. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies 
that enables them to vary form and style in 
order to write for different purposes and 
contexts.   

• A writer selects a form based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Generate ideas for writing by making 
connection across the curriculum and with 
current events. 

• Revise drafts of writing by making 
beneficial changes. 

• Review own writing with peers. 
• Use a variety of reference materials to 

revise work. 
• Use computer writing applications during 

the writing process. 
• Reflect on own writing noting strengths and 

weaknesses. 
• Compose pieces of writing in various 

genres. 
• Use primary and secondary sources when 

conducting research. 
• Write reports including citations, quotations, 

and works consulted page. 
• Demonstrate clarity and supportive 

evidence when composing an answer to an 
open-ended question.   

Activities:

• Detailed responses for given questions 
(Mentoring Mathematical Minds Series) 

• Integration of technology 
• Peer editing of original work 
• Creating written form of government as it 

pertains to Colony on the Moon project. 
• Note-taking skills 
• Short term goal setting/educational risk 

taking 
Assessment: 

• Proof reading/self evaluation(four squares 
and or 6+1 Writing Traits) 

• Peer conferencing/editing 
• Teacher conferencing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: SPEAKING  
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Big Idea:

Oral language is a tool for communication, thinking, and learning.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.3.6.A.2; 3.3.6.A.3; 3.3.6.A.5; 3.3.6.B.4; 3.3.6.B.6; 3.3.6.C.3

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How can discussion increase the 
knowledge and understanding of ideas? 

• When is it appropriate to ask questions? 
• How to speakers express their thoughts 

and feelings? 
• How does the choice of words affect a 

message?  
• How does a speaker communicate so 

others will listen and understand the 
message?  

 

 

 

•  Oral discussions increase knowledge and 
understanding of ideas. 

• Questioning and contributing help speakers 
convey their message, explore issues, and 
clarify their thinking.  

• A speaker’s choice of words and style set a 
tone and define a message. 

• A speaker selects a form and 
organizational pattern based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Stay focused on the topic while 
speaking. 

• Ask relevant questions pertaining to 
the topic. 

• Recognize the opinion’s of others and 
respond appropriately. 

• Participate in class discussion offering 
opinions and listening to others. 

• Solve a problem or understand a 
problem through group cooperation 
and dialogue. 

• Use clear and precise language while 
speaking.  

Activities:

• Classroom discussions 
including current events, 
debating, oral observations 

• Oral presentation, Creative writing, 
question and answer Mentoring 
Mathematical Minds Series, Power 
Point  

• Problem solving to include Stories with 
Holes, Logical Thinking,  

Assessment: 

• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Teacher observations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: MATHEMATICS  
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Big Idea:

 The mathematical processes are imbedded in the context-specific ideas, questions, and understandings 
delineated for the first four standards.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 4.5.A.1; 4.5.A.2; 4.5.A.3; 4.5.A.5; 4.5.C.3; 4.5.D.2

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How does mathematics appear in everyday 
experiences?  

 

• Mathematics is intertwined in many 
everyday experiences, and is important for 
success in the world in which we live.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Exposure to authentic problem-solving 
experiences. 

• Solve open-ended problems and 
problems with multiple solutions. 

• Apply a variety of problem-solving 
strategies. 

• Reflect on individual problem-solving 
process.  

• Recognize mathematics being utilized 
in a variety of situations. 

• Utilize reasoning to support 
conclusions.   

Activities: 

• Problem solving, Logic puzzles, Cross 
Number Math Puzzles 

• Awesome Math Problems for Creative 
Thinking 

• Mentoring Mathematical Minds Series 
 Assessment: 

• Peer assessment 
• Self-assessment-self critique 
• Teacher observation with anecdotal notes 
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Topic: SCIENCE  

Big Idea:

Science is a way of thinking about and investigating the world in which we all live. 

NJCCCS Alignment: 5.1.8.A.1; 5.1.8.A.4; 5.1.8.B.1

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What constitutes evidence? 
• When do you have enough and the right 

kind of evidence?  
• How can results be justified and explained 

to others? 
• What makes a scientific question?  

 

 

• Scientific inquiry involves asking 
scientifically oriented questions, collecting 
evidence, forming explanations, connecting 
those explanations to scientific knowledge 
and theory, and communicating and 
justifying those explanations.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Evaluate the validity and reliability of 
data, claims, and arguments. 

• Exhibit curiosity, open-mindedness, 
skepticism, and honesty while 
investigating the world in which we 
live. 

• Identify questions and make 
predictions that can be addressed 
through investigation. 

Activities:

• Extension of 5th grade class trip Mission to 
the Moon (Create colony of the Moon) 

Assessment: 

• Peer-assessment  
• Self-assessment 
• Teacher Assessment 
• Rubrics (Processing skills and collaborative 

efforts) 
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Topic: CRITICAL THINKING   

Big Idea:

All students will demonstrate critical life skills in order to be functional members of society.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 9.2.8.A.1 ; 9.2.8.A.2 ; 9.2.8.A.5 ; 9.2.8.B.2 ; 9.2.8.C.1 ; 9.2.8.C.2 ; 9.2.8.C.3 ; 9.2.8.C.4 
; 9.2.8.C.6     

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do I decide or make a choice? 
• Why do I need to be accountable? 
• How do I best communicate?  

 

 

 

 

• The choices we make as individuals affect 
self, family, community, and the world. 

• Personal attributes, behavior, knowledge 
and skills promote self awareness, personal 
responsibility, and self direction. 

• Effective communication skills are 
necessary to convey meaning and 
understanding to others.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Apply technology to solve a problem 
• Understand how personality and 

attitudes affect decision-making. 
• Conduct goal setting and decision-

making. 
• Demonstrate responsibility for 

contributions to cooperative group. 
• Demonstrate respect and flexibility in 

a group environment. 
• Organize thoughts to reflect logical 

thinking and speaking. 
• Work cooperatively to solve problems. 
• Exhibit appropriate social skills in a 

group. 
• Contribute as a valuable member of a 

team effort.  

Activities:

• Cooperative Groups 
• Educational Risk Taking (Goal Setting) 
• Logic Puzzles, Sudoku, Cross Number 

Math Puzzles, Visual Word Puzzles, 
Blocus, Pictionary 

Assessment: 

Teacher Observations 
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Topic: READING  

Big Idea:

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension, and fluency.   

 

 

 

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.1.6.E.1; 3.1.6.E.2; 3.1.6.E.3; 3.1.6.E.4; 3.1.6.E.6; 3.1.6.F.2; 3.1.6.F.5; 3.1.6.G.4; 
3.1.6.G.9; 3.1.6.H.6    

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What do readers do when they do not 
understand everything in a text? 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to a 
writer’s choice of words? 

• How do readers construct meaning from 
text? 

• Why conduct research?  

• Good readers employ strategies to help 
them understand text.  Strategic readers 
can develop, select, and apply strategies to 
enhance their comprehension. 

• Words powerfully affect meaning.  
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, 

and make connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text personally 
relevant. 

• Researchers gather and critique 
information on a topic from a variety of 
sources for specific purposes.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Use prior knowledge to make connections 
with text. 

• Vary reading strategy according to purpose 
and text type. 

• Make revisions to predictions after reading 
and processing information. 

• Infer specific word meetings from the 
context of a reading passage. 

• Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word 
choices and meanings. 

• Construct meanings from text by making 
connections to self, an author, and others.  

• Make inferences using textual information 
and providing supportive evidence. 

• Produce projects and reports to 
demonstrate learning.  

Activities: 

• Research and Library use including: web 
searches, databases, books, 
encyclopedias, Internet, etc. 

• Select reading materials, magazines, 
internet articles, fiction and nonfiction books 

Assessment: 

• Self assessment-self critique 
• Peer assessment peer critique 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Teacher observation 
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Topic: WRITING  

Big Idea:

Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of purposes and audiences.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.2.6.A.2; 3.2.6.A.7; 3.2.6.A.8; 3.2.6.A.10; 3.2.6.A.11; 3.2.6.A.13; 3.2.6.D.2; 3.2.6.D.6; 
3.2.6.D.7; 3.2.6.D.9 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do good writers express themselves? 
• How does process shape author’s product? 
• How do writers develop a well-written 

product? 
• Why does a writer choose a particular form 

of writing?  
 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas 
for thinking, learning, communicating, and 
aesthetic appearances. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies 
that enables them to vary form and style in 
order to write for different purposes and 
contexts.   

• A writer selects a form based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Generate ideas for writing by making 
connection across the curriculum and with 
current events. 

• Revise drafts of writing by making 
beneficial changes. 

• Review own writing with peers. 
• Use a variety of reference materials to 

revise work. 
• Use computer writing applications during 

the writing process. 
• Reflect on own writing noting strengths and 

weaknesses. 
• Compose pieces of writing in various 

genres. 
• Use primary and secondary sources when 

conducting research. 
• Write reports including citations, quotations, 

and works consulted page. 
• Demonstrate clarity and supportive 

evidence when composing an answer to an 
open-ended question.   

• Activities: 
• Research project on chosen topic to 

include: note taking skills, Theses 
statement, analysis of information as it 
compares to theses statement 

• Integration of technology 
• Education Risk Taking (Goal Setting) 
• Creative Writing and Storytelling for 

publication 
Assessment: 

• Peer editing 
• Self editing as it pertains to 6+1 writing 

traits 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Rubrics as it pertains to style of writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: SPEAKING  
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Big Idea:

Oral language is a tool for communication, thinking, and learning.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.3.6.A.2; 3.3.6.A.3; 3.3.6.A.5; 3.3.6.B.4; 3.3.6.B.6; 3.3.6.C.3

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How can discussion increase the 
knowledge and understanding of ideas? 

• When is it appropriate to ask questions? 
• How to speakers express their thoughts 

and feelings? 
• How does the choice of words affect a 

message?  
• How does a speaker communicate so 

others will listen and understand the 
message?  

 

 

 

•  Oral discussions increase knowledge and 
understanding of ideas. 

• Questioning and contributing help speakers 
convey their message, explore issues, and 
clarify their thinking.  

• A speaker’s choice of words and style set a 
tone and define a message. 

• A speaker selects a form and 
organizational pattern based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Stay focused on the topic while 
speaking. 

• Ask relevant questions pertaining to 
the topic. 

• Recognize the opinion’s of others and 
respond appropriately. 

• Participate in class discussion offering 
opinions and listening to others. 

• Solve a problem or understand a 
problem through group cooperation 
and dialogue. 

• Use clear and precise language while 
speaking.  

Activities:

• Classroom discussions to include current 
events and debating 

• Oral presentation of original works 
• Power point presentation 

Assessment: 

• Oral presentation rubric 
• Peer assessment 
• Self assessment 
• Teacher observations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: MATHEMATICS  
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Big Idea:

 The mathematical processes are imbedded in the context-specific ideas, questions, and understandings 
delineated for the first four standards.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 4.5.A.1; 4.5.A.2; 4.5.A.3; 4.5.A.5; 4.5.C.3; 4.5.D.2

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How does mathematics appear in everyday 
experiences?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mathematics is intertwined in many 
everyday experiences, and is important for 
success in the world in which we live.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Exposure to authentic problem-solving 
experiences. 

• Solve open-ended problems and 
problems with multiple solutions. 

• Apply a variety of problem-solving 
strategies. 

• Reflect on individual problem-solving 
process.  

• Recognize mathematics being utilized 
in a variety of situations. 

• Utilize reasoning to support 
conclusions.   

Activities: 

• Problem solving to include logic puzzles 
• Awesome Math Problems for Creative 

Thinking, Sudoku, Cross Number Math 
Puzzles, Blokus 

• Odyssey of the Mind, creative problem 
solving 

Assessment: 

• Group assessment 
• Self assessment 
• Teacher assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: SCIENCE  
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Big Idea:

Science is a way of thinking about and investigating the world in which we all live. 

NJCCCS Alignment: 5.1.8.A.1; 5.1.8.A.4; 5.1.8.B.1

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What constitutes evidence? 
• When do you have enough and the right 

kind of evidence?  
• How can results be justified and explained 

to others? 
• What makes a scientific question?  

 

 

• Scientific inquiry involves asking 
scientifically oriented questions, collecting 
evidence, forming explanations, connecting 
those explanations to scientific knowledge 
and theory, and communicating and 
justifying those explanations.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Evaluate the validity and reliability of 
data, claims, and arguments. 

• Exhibit curiosity, open-mindedness, 
skepticism, and honesty while 
investigating the world in which we 
live. 

• Identify questions and make 
predictions that can be addressed 
through investigation. 

Activities:

• Analyze given data in order to problem 
solve given task (Problem Solving 
Thursday or Friday) 

Assessment: 

• Self assessment 
• Group assessment 
• Teacher observation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: CRITICAL THINKING   
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Big Idea: 

All students will demonstrate critical life skills in order to be functional members of society.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 9.2.8.A.1 ; 9.2.8.A.2 ; 9.2.8.A.5 ; 9.2.8.B.2 ; 9.2.8.C.1 ; 9.2.8.C.2 ; 9.2.8.C.3 ; 9.2.8.C.4
; 9.2.8.C.6     

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

• How do I decide or make a choice? 
• Why do I need to be accountable? 
• How do I best communicate?  

 

 

 

 

• The choices we make as individuals affect self, 
family, community, and the world. 

• Personal attributes, behavior, knowledge and 
skills promote self awareness, personal 
responsibility, and self direction. 

• Effective communication skills are necessary to 
convey meaning and understanding to others.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment: 

•  Apply technology to solve a problem 
• Understand how personality and attitudes 

affect decision-making. 
• Conduct goal setting and decision-making. 
• Demonstrate responsibility for 

contributions to cooperative group. 
• Demonstrate respect and flexibility in a 

group environment. 
• Organize thoughts to reflect logical 

thinking and speaking. 
• Work cooperatively to solve problems. 
• Exhibit appropriate social skills in a group. 
• Contribute as a valuable member of a 

team effort.  

Activities: 

• Educational Risk Taking (Goal Setting) 
• Cooperative Groups in order to perform 

problem solving stunts 
Classroom discussions which include: debating, analyzing 
data, role playing 

Assessment: 

• Self assessment 
• Peer assessment 
• Teacher observation 
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Topic: READING  

Big Idea:
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The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension, and fluency.   

 

 

 

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.1.6.E.1; 3.1.6.E.2; 3.1.6.E.3; 3.1.6.E.4; 3.1.6.E.6; 3.1.6.F.2; 3.1.6.F.5; 3.1.6.G.4; 
3.1.6.G.9; 3.1.6.H.6    

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What do readers do when they do not 
understand everything in a text? 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to a 
writer’s choice of words? 

• How do readers construct meaning from 
text? 

• Why conduct research?  
 

 

 

• Good readers employ strategies to help 
them understand text.  Strategic readers 
can develop, select, and apply strategies to 
enhance their comprehension. 

• Words powerfully affect meaning.  
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, 

and make connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text personally 
relevant. 

• Researchers gather and critique 
information on a topic from a variety of 
sources for specific purposes.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Use prior knowledge to make connections 
with text. 

• Vary reading strategy according to purpose 
and text type. 

• Make revisions to predictions after reading 
and processing information. 

• Infer specific word meetings from the 
context of a reading passage. 

• Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word 
choices and meanings. 

• Construct meanings from text by making 
connections to self, an author, and others.  

• Make inferences using textual information 
and providing supportive evidence. 

• Produce projects and reports to 
demonstrate learning.  

Activities: 

• Research and Library Skill-Types of 
resources (online databases, books, 
encyclopedias, Internet, journals, etc.) 

• Select and read materials (both fiction and 
nonfiction) appropriate for research 
purposes) 

Assessment: 

• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Individual assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Peer conferencing 
• Rubrics (including criteria for content, 

processing skills, and collaborative effort) 
• Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: WRITING  

Big Idea:
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Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of purposes and audiences.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.2.6.A.2; 3.2.6.A.7; 3.2.6.A.8; 3.2.6.A.10; 3.2.6.A.11; 3.2.6.A.13; 3.2.6.D.2; 3.2.6.D.6; 
3.2.6.D.7; 3.2.6.D.9 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do good writers express themselves? 
• How does process shape author’s product? 
• How do writers develop a well-written 

product? 
• Why does a writer choose a particular form 

of writing? 
 

 

 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas 
for thinking, learning, communicating, and 
aesthetic appearances. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies 
that enables them to vary form and style in 
order to write for different purposes and 
contexts.   

• A writer selects a form based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Generate ideas for writing by making 
connection across the curriculum and with 
current events. 

• Revise drafts of writing by making 
beneficial changes. 

• Review own writing with peers. 
• Use a variety of reference materials to 

revise work. 
• Use computer writing applications during 

the writing process. 
• Reflect on own writing noting strengths and 

weaknesses. 
• Compose pieces of writing in various 

genres. 
• Use primary and secondary sources when 

conducting research. 
• Write reports including citations, quotations, 

and works consulted page. 
• Demonstrate clarity and supportive 

evidence when composing an answer to an 
open-ended question.   

Activities: 

• Note taking skills 
• Development of research and library skills 

(infuse research and online data) 
• Analyze and determine the validity of 

references and resources 
• Integration of technology 
• Educational risk taking and goal setting 

Assessment: 

• Peer conferencing 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Self evaluation 
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Topic: SPEAKING  

Big Idea:

Oral language is a tool for communication, thinking, and learning.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.3.6.A.2; 3.3.6.A.3; 3.3.6.A.5; 3.3.6.B.4; 3.3.6.B.6; 3.3.6.C.3

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How can discussion increase the 
knowledge and understanding of ideas? 

• When is it appropriate to ask questions? 
• How to speakers express their thoughts 

and feelings? 
• How does the choice of words affect a 

message?  
• How does a speaker communicate so 

others will listen and understand the 
message?  

 

 

 

•  Oral discussions increase knowledge and 
understanding of ideas. 

• Questioning and contributing help speakers 
convey their message, explore issues, and 
clarify their thinking.  

• A speaker’s choice of words and style set a 
tone and define a message. 

• A speaker selects a form and 
organizational pattern based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Stay focused on the topic while 
speaking. 

• Ask relevant questions pertaining to 
the topic. 

• Recognize the opinion’s of others and 
respond appropriately. 

• Participate in class discussion offering 
opinions and listening to others. 

• Solve a problem or understand a 
problem through group cooperation 
and dialogue. 

• Use clear and precise language while 
speaking.  

Activities:

• Oral presentation (power point, creative 
writing, Problem Based Learning) 

 

Assessment: 

• Oral presentation rubric 
• Peer assessment-peer critique 
• Self-assessment-individual critique 
• Teacher observations 
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Topic: MATHEMATICS  

Big Idea:

 The mathematical processes are imbedded in the context-specific ideas, questions, and understandings 
delineated for the first four standards.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 4.5.A.1; 4.5.A.2; 4.5.A.3; 4.5.A.5; 4.5.C.3; 4.5.D.2

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How does mathematics appear in everyday 
experiences?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mathematics is intertwined in many 
everyday experiences, and is important for 
success in the world in which we live.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Exposure to authentic problem-solving 
experiences. 

• Solve open-ended problems and 
problems with multiple solutions. 

• Apply a variety of problem-solving 
strategies. 

• Reflect on individual problem-solving 
process.  

• Recognize mathematics being utilized 
in a variety of situations. 

• Utilize reasoning to support 
conclusions.   

Activities:

• Problem Solving (Odyssey of the Mind, 
Sudoku, Critical thinking puzzles) 

• Problem Based Learning (Mystery River) 
 

Assessment: 

• Peer assessment  
• Self assessment 
• Teacher observation 
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Topic: SCIENCE  

Big Idea:

Science is a way of thinking about and investigating the world in which we all live. 

NJCCCS Alignment: 5.1.8.A.1; 5.1.8.A.4; 5.1.8.B.1

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What constitutes evidence? 
• When do you have enough and the right 

kind of evidence?  
• How can results be justified and explained 

to others? 
• What makes a scientific question?  

 

 

• Scientific inquiry involves asking 
scientifically oriented questions, collecting 
evidence, forming explanations, connecting 
those explanations to scientific knowledge 
and theory, and communicating and 
justifying those explanations.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Evaluate the validity and reliability of 
data, claims, and arguments. 

• Exhibit curiosity, open-mindedness, 
skepticism, and honesty while 
investigating the world in which we 
live. 

• Identify questions and make 
predictions that can be addressed 
through investigation. 

Activities 

• Problem Based Learning Unit 
(Mystery River) 

Assessment: 

• Peer assessment 
• Self assessment 
• Teacher observation/anecdotal notes 
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Topic: CRITICAL THINKING   

Big Idea:

All students will demonstrate critical life skills in order to be functional members of society.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 9.2.8.A.1 ; 9.2.8.A.2 ; 9.2.8.A.5 ; 9.2.8.B.2 ; 9.2.8.C.1 ; 9.2.8.C.2 ; 9.2.8.C.3 ; 9.2.8.C.4 
; 9.2.8.C.6     

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do I decide or make a choice? 
• Why do I need to be accountable? 
• How do I best communicate?  

 

 

 

 

• The choices we make as individuals affect 
self, family, community, and the world. 

• Personal attributes, behavior, knowledge 
and skills promote self awareness, personal 
responsibility, and self direction. 

• Effective communication skills are 
necessary to convey meaning and 
understanding to others.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Apply technology to solve a problem 
• Understand how personality and 

attitudes affect decision-making. 
• Conduct goal setting and decision-

making. 
• Demonstrate responsibility for 

contributions to cooperative group. 
• Demonstrate respect and flexibility in 

a group environment. 
• Organize thoughts to reflect logical 

thinking and speaking. 
• Work cooperatively to solve problems. 
• Exhibit appropriate social skills in a 

group. 
• Contribute as a valuable member of a 

team effort.  

Activities:

• Problem Bases Learning (Mystery River) 
• Problem Solving (Odyssey of the Mind) 
• Logic Puzzles 

Assessment: 

• Cooperative Groups  
• Teacher observation 
• Self assessment 
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GRADE 8 
 

Gifted and Talented  
Curriculum 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: READING  

Big Idea:

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension, and fluency.   
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NJCCCS Alignment: 3.1.8.G.5; 3.1.8.G.6; 3.1.8.H.4

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What do readers do when they do not 
understand everything in a text? 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to a 
writer’s choice of words? 

• How do readers construct meaning from 
text? 

• Why conduct research?  
 

• Good readers employ strategies to help 
them understand text.  Strategic readers 
can develop, select, and apply strategies to 
enhance their comprehension. 

• Words powerfully affect meaning.  
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, 

and make connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text personally 
relevant. 

• Researchers gather and critique 
information on a topic from a variety of 
sources for specific purposes.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the text. 

• Self-select materials appropriate for a 
research topic.   

• Read materials appropriate for advanced 
reading levels.    

Activities:

• Research and Library Reference Material 
• Select and read materials appropriate for 

8th Grade Final Project 
Assessment: 

• Peer assessment 
• Individual assessment 
• Teacher observation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: WRITING  

Big Idea:
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Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of purposes and audiences.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.2.8.A.7; 3.2.8.B.3; 3.2.8.D.2; 3.2.8.D.3; 3.2.8.D.6; 3.2.8.D.9  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do good writers express themselves? 
• How does process shape author’s product? 
• How do writers develop a well-written 

product? 
• Why does a writer choose a particular form 

of writing? 
 

 

 

 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas 
for thinking, learning, communicating, and 
aesthetic appearances. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies 
that enables them to vary form and style in 
order to write for different purposes and 
contexts.   

• A writer selects a form based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Reflect on own writing noting strengths and 
areas to be improved upon.  

• Write reports and subject specific nonfiction 
pieces based on research. 

• Compose writing in a variety of genres. 
• Write responses to literature connecting to 

personal experiences. 
• Use a variety of primary and secondary 

resources when writing a research report. 
• Demonstrate clarity and use supportive 

evidence when answering an open-ended 
question.    

Activities:

• Educational Risk Taking and Goal Setting 
• Creation of 8th Grade Final Project 
• Analyze and determine the validity of 

references and resources 
• Integration of technology 

Assessment: 

• Peer Conferencing 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Self evaluation 
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Topic: SPEAKING  

Big Idea:

Oral language is a tool for communication, thinking, and learning.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 3.3.8.A.2; 3.3.8.A.7; 3.3.8.B.4  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How can discussion increase the 
knowledge and understanding of ideas? 

• When is it appropriate to ask questions? 
• How to speakers express their thoughts 

and feelings? 
• How does the choice of words affect a 

message?  
• How does a speaker communicate so 

others will listen and understand the 
message?  

 

 

 

•  Oral discussions increase knowledge and 
understanding of ideas. 

• Questioning and contributing help speakers 
convey their message, explore issues, and 
clarify their thinking.  

• A speaker’s choice of words and style set a 
tone and define a message. 

• A speaker selects a form and 
organizational pattern based on audience 
and purpose.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Present ideas spontaneously as 
response to a topic or speaker. 

• Participate appropriately in class 
discussions. 

• Solve a problem or understand a 
problem through group dialogue and 
cooperation.    

Activities:

• Oral Presentation of 8th Grade Final Project 
Assessment: 

• Peer Conferencing 
• Teacher conferencing 
• Self evaluation 
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Topic: MATHEMATICS  

Big Idea:

 The mathematical processes are imbedded in the context-specific ideas, questions, and understandings 
delineated for the first four standards.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 4.5.A.1; 4.5.A.2; 4.5.A.3; 4.5.A.5; 4.5.C.3; 4.5.D.2

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How does mathematics appear in everyday 
experiences?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mathematics is intertwined in many 
everyday experiences, and is important for 
success in the world in which we live.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

• Exposure to authentic problem-solving 
experiences. 

• Solve open-ended problems and 
problems with multiple solutions. 

• Apply a variety of problem-solving 
strategies. 

• Reflect on individual problem-solving 
process.  

• Recognize mathematics being utilized 
in a variety of situations. 

• Utilize reasoning to support 
conclusions.   

Activities:

• Problem Solving (Odyssey of the Mind, 
Sudoku, Critical thinking puzzles) 

• Critical Thinking: Problem Solving, 
Reasoning Logic, Arguments 

 

Assessment: 

• Peer assessment  
• Self assessment 
• Teacher observation 
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Topic: SCIENCE  

Big Idea:

Science is a way of thinking about and investigating the world in which we all live. 

NJCCCS Alignment: 5.1.8.A.1; 5.1.8.A.4; 5.1.8.B.1

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• What constitutes evidence? 
• When do you have enough and the right 

kind of evidence?  
• How can results be justified and explained 

to others? 
• What makes a scientific question?  

 

 

• Scientific inquiry involves asking 
scientifically oriented questions, collecting 
evidence, forming explanations, connecting 
those explanations to scientific knowledge 
and theory, and communicating and 
justifying those explanations.  

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Evaluate the validity and reliability of 
data, claims, and arguments. 

• Exhibit curiosity, open-mindedness, 
skepticism, and honesty while 
investigating the world in which we 
live. 

• Identify questions and make 
predictions that can be addressed 
through investigation. 

Activities 

• Analyze given data in order to 
problem solve given task (Problem 
Solving Thursday or Friday 

Assessment: 

• Peer assessment 
• Self assessment 
• Teacher observation/anecdotal notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



56 

 

Topic: CRITICAL THINKING   

Big Idea:

All students will demonstrate critical life skills in order to be functional members of society.   

NJCCCS Alignment: 9.2.8.A.1 ; 9.2.8.A.2 ; 9.2.8.A.5 ; 9.2.8.B.2 ; 9.2.8.C.1 ; 9.2.8.C.2 ; 9.2.8.C.3 ; 9.2.8.C.4 
; 9.2.8.C.6     

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

• How do I decide or make a choice? 
• Why do I need to be accountable? 
• How do I best communicate?  

 

 

 

 

• The choices we make as individuals affect 
self, family, community, and the world. 

• Personal attributes, behavior, knowledge 
and skills promote self awareness, personal 
responsibility, and self direction. 

• Effective communication skills are 
necessary to convey meaning and 
understanding to others.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment:

•  Apply technology to solve a problem 
• Understand how personality and 

attitudes affect decision-making. 
• Conduct goal setting and decision-

making. 
• Demonstrate responsibility for 

contributions to cooperative group. 
• Demonstrate respect and flexibility in 

a group environment. 
• Organize thoughts to reflect logical 

thinking and speaking. 
• Work cooperatively to solve problems. 
• Exhibit appropriate social skills in a 

group. 
• Contribute as a valuable member of a 

team effort.  

Activities:

• Educational Risk Taking (Goal Setting) 
• Cooperative Groups in order to perform 

problem solving stunts 
• Classroom discussions which include: 

debating, analyzing data, role playing 
• Critical Thinking Problem Solving, 

Reasoning Logic, Arguments 
 

 

Assessment: 

• Self assessment 
• Peer assessment 
• Teacher observation 
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NEW JERSEY CORE 
CURRICULUM CONTENT  

STANDARDS 
 

Alignment to the 
Gifted and Talented Program  
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Reading Standards: Grade 3  
3.1.3.E.1 Set purpose for reading and check to verify or change predictions 
during/after reading 

3.1.3.F.3 Infer word meaning from taught roots, prefixes, and suffixes 

3.1.3.G.1 Recognize the purpose of text 

3.1.3.G.2 Distinguish cause/effect, fact/opinion, and main idea/supporting details 
in interpreting texts 

3.1.3.G.4 Ask how, why, and what-if questions in interpreting nonfiction texts 

3.1.3.G.5 Recognize how authors use humor, sarcasm, and imagery to extend 
meaning 

3.1.3.G.6 Discuss underlying themes or messages in interpreting fiction  

3.1.3.G.8 Draw conclusions and inferences from text 

3.1.3.G.13 Read and comprehend both fiction and nonfiction that is above grade 
level  

3.1.3.G.14 Use information and reasoning to examine bases of hypotheses and 
opinions  

3.1.3.H.1 Use library classification systems, print or electronic, to locate 
information  

3.1.3.H.2 Draw conclusions from information and data gathered 

 

Writing Standards: Grade 3  
3.2.3.A.1 Generate possible ideas for writing through recalling experiences, 
listening to stories, reading, brainstorming, and discussion 

3.2.3.A.5 Revise a draft by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, 
sequencing, elaborating with detail, improving openings, closings, and word 
choice to show voice 

3.2.3.A.6 Participate with peers to comment on and react to each other’s 
writing3.2.3.A.8 Work toward developing author’s voice in writing 

3.2.3.A.11 Use computer based word-processing applications to assist in the 
writing process 
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3.2.3.A.13 Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and areas in need of 
improvement  

3.2.3.B.4 Present and discuss writing with other students 

3.2.3.D.1 Write for a variety of purposes and audiences 

3.2.3.D.4 Write to express thoughts and ideas, to share experiences, and to 
communicate socially 

 

Speaking Standards: Grade 3  
3.3.3.A.2 Stay focused on the topic while speaking 

3.3.3.C.3 Use new vocabulary and figurative language learned from literature 
and classroom experiences  

3.3.3.D.2 Attempt to revise future presentations based on feedback from peers 
and teachers  

3.3.3.D.3 Use appropriate strategies to prepare, rehearse, and deliver an oral 
presentation, such as word choice, expression, eye contact, and volume  

 

Mathematics Standards: Grade 3  
4.5.A.1 Learn mathematics through problem solving, inquiry, and discovery  

4.5.A.2 Solve open-ended problems and problems that can be solved in multiple 
ways  

4.5.A.3 Select and apply a variety of appropriate problem-solving strategies to 
solve problems  

4.5.A.5 Monitor their progress and reflect on the problem-solving process chosen  

4.5.C.3 Recognize that mathematics is used in a variety of situation and contexts 
outside of mathematics  

4.5.D.2 Use reasoning to support problem solutions  
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Science Standards: Grade 3  
5.1.4.A.1 Raise questions about the world around them and be willing to seek 
answers through making careful observations and conducting experimentation  

5.1.4.A.4 Know that when solving a problem it is important to plan and get ideas 
and help from other people  

5.1.4.B.4 Develop strategies and skills for information gathering and problem 
solving using appropriate tools and technologies  

 

Critical Thinking Standards: Grade 3  
9.2.4.A.1 Recognize and define a problem 

9.2.4.A.2 Plan and follow steps to make choices and decisions 

9.2.4.A.4 Demonstrate brainstorming skills 

9.2.4.B.2 Recognize and build upon personal strengths 

9.2.4.B.3 Accept criticism and respond constructively 

9.2.4.C.5 Work cooperatively with others to accomplish a task  
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Reading Standards: Grade 4  
3.1.4.E.1 Use knowledge of word meaning, language structure, and sound-
symbol relationships to check understanding when reading 

3.1.4.E.2 Identify specific words or passages causing comprehension difficulties 
and seek clarification 

3.1.4.F.1 Infer word meanings from learned roots, prefixes, and suffixes 

3.1.4.F.2 Infer specific word meanings in the context of reading passages 

3.1.4.F.4 Use an appropriate dictionary to independently define unknown words 

3.1.4.G.2 Distinguish cause and effect, fact and opinion, main idea and 
supporting details in nonfiction texts  

3.1.4.G.3 Cite evidence from text to support conclusions  

3.1.4.G.4 Understand author’s opinions and how they address culture, ethnicity, 
gender, and historical periods  

3.1.4.G.6 Recognize an author’s point of view 

3.1.4.G.13 Read regularly in materials appropriate for their independent reading 
levels 

3.1.4.H.1 Use the library classification system, print or electronic, to locate 
information 

3.1.4.H.3 Read independently and research topics using a variety of materials to 
satisfy personal, academic, and social needs and produce evidence of reading 

 

 

Writing Standards: Grade 4  
3.2.3.A.1 Generate possible ideas for writing through recalling experiences, 
listening to stories, reading, brainstorming, and discussion 

3.2.3.A.5 Revise a draft by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, 
sequencing, elaborating with detail, improving openings, closings, and word 
choice to show voice 

3.2.3.A.6 Participate with peers to comment on and react to each other’s writing  

3.2.3.A.8 Begin to develop author’s own voice in writing  
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3.2.3.A.11 Use computer word-processing applications during parts of the writing 
process 

3.2.3.A.13 Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and areas needing 
improvements 

3.2.3.B.4 Present and discuss writing with other students  

3.2.3.D.1 Write for a variety of purposes 

3.2.3.D.4 Write to express thoughts and ideas, to share experiences, and to 
communicate socially  

 

Speaking Standards: Grade 4  
3.3.4.A.2 Stay focused on the topic while speaking 

3.3.4.B.4 Discuss information heard, offer personal opinions, and ask for 
restatement or general explanation to clarify meaning  

3.3.4.B.5 Reflect and evaluate information learned as a result of inquiry  

3.3.4.B.6 Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation  

3.3.4.D.1 Speak for a variety of audiences and purposes  

3.3.4.D.2 Prepare, rehearse, and deliver a formal presentation in logical or 
sequential order  

 

Mathematics Standards: Grade 4  
4.5.A.1 Learn mathematics through problem solving, inquiry, and discovery  

4.5.A.2 Solve open-ended problems and problems that can be solved in multiple 
ways  

4.5.A.3 Select and apply a variety of appropriate problem-solving strategies to 
solve problems  

4.5.A.5 Monitor their progress and reflect on the problem-solving process chosen  
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4.5.C.3 Recognize that mathematics is used in a variety of situation and contexts 
outside of mathematics  

4.5.D.2 Use reasoning to support problem solutions  

 

Science Standards: Grade 4  
5.1.4.A.1 Raise questions about the world around them and be willing to seek 
answers through making careful observations and conducting experimentation  

5.1.4.A.4 Know that when solving a problem it is important to plan and get ideas 
and help from other people  

5.1.4.B.4 Develop strategies and skills for information gathering and problem 
solving using appropriate tools and technologies 

 

Critical Thinking Standards: Grade 4  
9.2.4.A.1 Recognize and define a problem 

9.2.4.A.2 Plan and follow steps to make choices and decisions 

9.2.4.A.4 Demonstrate brainstorming skills 

9.2.4.B.2 Recognize and build upon personal strengths 

9.2.4.B.3 Accept criticism and respond constructively 

9.2.4.C.5 Work cooperatively with others to accomplish a task  

 

Reading Standards: Grade 5  
3.1.5.E.1 Activate prior knowledge and anticipate what will be read or heard 

3.1.5.E.2 Vary reading strategies according to their purpose for reading and the 
nature of the text 

3.1.5.E.3 Reread to make sense of difficult paragraphs or sections of text 

3.1.5.E.4 Make revisions to text predictions during and after reading 

3.1.5.E.5 Apply graphic organizers to illustrate key concepts and relationships in 
a text  
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3.1.5.F.2 Infer specific word meanings in the context of reading passages 

3.1.5.F.4 Use a dictionary to independently define unknown words  

3.1.5.F.5 Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings  

3.1.5.G.4 Anticipate and construct meaning from text by making conscious 
connections to self, an author, and others  

3.1.5.G.9 Make inferences using textual information and providing supporting 
evidence  

3.1.5.G.11 Identify and analyze text types  

3.1.5.G.16 Read regularly in materials appropriate for their independent reading 
level  

 

Writing Standards: Grade 5  
3.2.5.A.3 Generate possible ideas for writing through listening, talking, recalling 
experiences, hearing stories, reading, discussing models of writing, asking 
questions, and brainstorming  

3.2.5.A.8 Revise a draft by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, 
sequencing, elaborating with detail, improving openings, closings, and word 
choice to show voice 

3.2.5.A.9 Review own writing with others to understand the reader’s perspective 
and to consider and incorporate ideas for revision  

3.2.5.A.11 Use a variety of reference materials to revise work  

 

3.2.5.A.12 Use computer writing applications during the writing process  

3.2.5.A.14 Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting goals for 
improvement  

3.2.5.D.1 Write for different purposes and for a variety of audiences  

3.2.5.D.12 Use a variety of strategies to organize writing, including sequence, 
chronology, cause/effect, problem/solution, and order of importance 

3.2.5.D.13 Demonstrate higher-order thinking skills and writing clarity when 
answering open-ended and essay questions in content areas   
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Speaking Standards: Grade 5  
3.3.5.A.2 Stay focused on the topic while speaking and ask relevant questions 

3.3.5.A.3 Accept others’ opinions and respond appropriately  

3.3.5.B.4 Discuss information hear, offer personal opinions, and ask for 
restatement or general explanation to clarify meaning 

3.3.5.B.5 Reflect and evaluate information learned as a result of inquiry  

3.3.5.D.3 Use clear, precise, organized language that reflects the conventions of 
spoken English  

 

Mathematics Standards: Grade 5  
4.5.A.1 Learn mathematics through problem solving, inquiry, and discovery  

4.5.A.2 Solve open-ended problems and problems that can be solved in multiple 
ways  

4.5.A.3 Select and apply a variety of appropriate problem-solving strategies to 
solve problems  

4.5.A.5 Monitor their progress and reflect on the problem-solving process chosen  

4.5.C.3 Recognize that mathematics is used in a variety of situation and contexts 
outside of mathematics  

4.5.D.2 Use reasoning to support problem solutions 

Science Standards: Grade 5  
5.1.8.A.1 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of data, claims, and arguments  

5.1.8.A.4 Recognize that curiosity, skepticism, open-mindedness, and honesty 
are attributes of scientists  

5.1.8.B.1 Identify questions and make predictions that can be addressed by 
conducting investigations  
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Critical Thinking Standards: Grade 5  
9.2.8.A.1 Communicate, analyze data, apply technology and problem solve 

9.2.8.A.2 Describe how personal beliefs and attitudes affect decision-making 

9.2.8.A.5 Practice goal setting and decision-making in areas relative to life skills  

9.2.8.B.2 Demonstrate responsibility for personal actions and contributions to 
group activities 

9.2.8.C.1 Demonstrate respect and flexibility in interpersonal and group 
situations 

9.2.8.C.2 Organize thoughts to reflect logical thinking and speaking 

9.2.8.C.3 Work cooperatively with others to solve a problem 

9.2.8.C.4 Demonstrate appropriate social skills within group activities  

9.2.8.C.6 Participate as a member of a team and contribute to a group effort  

 

Reading Standards: Grade 6  
3.1.6.E.1 Activate prior knowledge and anticipate what will be read or heard 

3.1.6.E.2 Vary reading strategy according to their purpose for reading and the 
nature of the text  

3.1.6.E.3 Reread to make sense of difficult paragraphs or sections of text 

3.1.6.E.4 Make revisions to text predictions during and after reading 

 

3.1.6.E.6 Apply graphic organizers to illustrate key concepts and relationships in 
a text  

3.1.6.F.2 Infer specific word meanings in the context of reading passages  

3.1.6.F.5 Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings  

3.1.6.G.4 Construct meaning from text by making conscious connections to self, 
an author, and others  

3.1.6.G.9 Make inferences using textual information and providing supporting 
evidence 
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3.1.6.H.6 Produce projects and reports to show learning and support the learning 
of an audience  

 

Writing Standards: Grade 6  
3.2.6.A.2 Generate ideas for writing through reading and making connections 
across the curriculum and with current events  

3.2.6.A.7 Revise drafts by rereading, narrowing focus, elaborating and deleting, 
as well as reworking organization  

3.2.6.A.8 Review own writing with other to understand the reader’s perspective 
and to consider and incorporate ideas for revision 

3.2.6.A.10 Use a variety of reference materials to revise work 

3.2.6.A.11 Use computer writing applications during the writing process  

3.2.6.A.13 Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting goals for 
improvement  

3.2.6.D.2 Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of 
genres  

3.2.6.D.6 Use primary and secondary sources to understand the value of each 
when writing a research report 

3.2.6.D.7 Write reports based on research and include citations, quotations, and 
works consulted pages 

3.2.6.D.9 Demonstrate writing clarity and supportive evidence when answering 
open-ended and essay questions 

 

 

Speaking Standards: Grade 6  
3.3.6.A.2 Stay focused on the topic and ask relevant questions  

3.3.6.A.3 Recognize others’ opinions and respond appropriately 

3.3.6.A.5 Participate in class discussion appropriately  



68 

3.3.6.B.4 Discuss information heard, offer personal opinions, and ask for 
restatement or general explanation to clarify meaning  

3.3.6.B.6 Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation 

3.3.6.C.3 Use clear, precise, organized language that reflects the conventions of 
spoken English  

 

Mathematics Standards: Grade 6  
4.5.A.1 Learn mathematics through problem solving, inquiry, and discovery  

4.5.A.2 Solve open-ended problems and problems that can be solved in multiple 
ways  

4.5.A.3 Select and apply a variety of appropriate problem-solving strategies to 
solve problems  

4.5.A.5 Monitor their progress and reflect on the problem-solving process chosen  

4.5.C.3 Recognize that mathematics is used in a variety of situation and contexts 
outside of mathematics  

4.5.D.2 Use reasoning to support problem solutions 

 

Science Standards: Grade 6  
5.1.8.A.1 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of data, claims, and arguments  

5.1.8.A.4 Recognize that curiosity, skepticism, open-mindedness, and honesty 
are attributes of scientists  

 

5.1.8.B.1 Identify questions and make predictions that can be addressed by 
conducting investigations  

 

Critical Thinking Standards: Grade 6  
9.2.8.A.1 Communicate, analyze data, apply technology and problem solve 

9.2.8.A.2 Describe how personal beliefs and attitudes affect decision-making 
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9.2.8.A.5 Practice goal setting and decision-making in areas relative to life skills  

9.2.8.B.2 Demonstrate responsibility for personal actions and contributions to 
group activities 

9.2.8.C.1 Demonstrate respect and flexibility in interpersonal and group 
situations 

9.2.8.C.2 Organize thoughts to reflect logical thinking and speaking 

9.2.8.C.3 Work cooperatively with others to solve a problem 

9.2.8.C.4 Demonstrate appropriate social skills within group activities  

9.2.8.C.6 Participate as a member of a team and contribute to a group effort  

Reading Standards: Grade 7  
3.1.7.G.9 Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the 
purpose and structure of text  
 
3.1.7.G.10 Respond critically to text ideas and elements  
 
3.1.7.G.15 Interpret text idea through journal writing, discussion, and enactment  
 
3.1.7.H.5 Self-select materials appropriately related to a research project  
 
 
 

Writing Standards: Grade 7  
3.2.7.B.3 Write reports and subject-appropriate nonfiction pieces across the 
curriculum based on research and including citations, quotations, and works 
consulted page 

3.2.7.D.2 Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of 
genres 

3.2.7.D.3 Write responses to literature and develop insights into interpretations 
by connecting to personal experiences  

3.2.7.D.6 Use primary and secondary sources to understand the value of each 
when writing a research report 

3.2.7.D.7 Write reports based on research and include citations, quotations, and 
works consulted pages 
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3.2.7.D.8 Demonstrate writing clarity and supportive evidence when answering 
open-ended and essay questions across the curriculum  

 

 

Speaking Standards: Grade 7  
3.3.7.A.2 Present ideas and opinions spontaneously in response to discussion  

3.3.7.A.7 Participate in class discussions appropriately  

3.3.7.B.4 Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation  

 

Mathematics Standards: Grade 7  
4.5.A.1 Learn mathematics through problem solving, inquiry, and discovery  

4.5.A.2 Solve open-ended problems and problems that can be solved in multiple 
ways  

4.5.A.3 Select and apply a variety of appropriate problem-solving strategies to 
solve problems  

4.5.A.5 Monitor their progress and reflect on the problem-solving process chosen  

4.5.C.3 Recognize that mathematics is used in a variety of situation and contexts 
outside of mathematics  

4.5.D.2 Use reasoning to support problem solutions 

 

 

Science Standards: Grade 7  
5.1.8.A.1 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of data, claims, and arguments  

5.1.8.A.4 Recognize that curiosity, skepticism, open-mindedness, and honesty 
are attributes of scientists  

5.1.8.B.1 Identify questions and make predictions that can be addressed by 
conducting investigations  
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Critical Thinking Standards: Grade 7  
9.2.8.A.1 Communicate, analyze data, apply technology and problem solve 

9.2.8.A.2 Describe how personal beliefs and attitudes affect decision-making 

 

9.2.8.A.5 Practice goal setting and decision-making in areas relative to life skills  

9.2.8.B.2 Demonstrate responsibility for personal actions and contributions to 
group activities 

9.2.8.C.1 Demonstrate respect and flexibility in interpersonal and group 
situations 

9.2.8.C.2 Organize thoughts to reflect logical thinking and speaking 

9.2.8.C.3 Work cooperatively with others to solve a problem 

9.2.8.C.4 Demonstrate appropriate social skills within group activities  

9.2.8.C.6 Participate as a member of a team and contribute to a group effort 

 

Reading Standards: Grade 8  
3.1.8.G.5 Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the 
purpose, structure, and elements of the text  

3.1.8.G.6 Read critically by identifying, analyzing, applying knowledge of the 
theme, structure, style, and literary elements of text  

3.1.8.H.4 Self-select materials appropriately related to a research project  

 

Writing Standards: Grade 8  
3.2.8.A.7 Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting goals for 
improvements  
3.2.8.B.3 Write reports and subject-appropriate nonfiction pieces across the 
curriculum based on research and including citations, quotations, and a works 
cited page 
3.2.8.D.2 Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of 
genres   

3.2.8.D.3 Write responses to literature and develop insights into interpretations 
by connecting to personal experiences and referring to textual information  
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3.2.8.D.6 Use a variety of primary and secondary sources to understand the 
value of each when writing a research report  

 

3.2.8.D.9 Demonstrate writing clarity and supportive evidence when answering 
open-ended and essay questions across the curriculum  

 

Speaking Standards: Grade 8  
3.3.8.A.2 Present ideas and opinions spontaneously in response to a topic or 
other speakers 
3.3.8.A.7 Participate in class discussion appropriately  

3.3.8.B.4 Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation  

 

Mathematics Standards: Grade 8  
4.5.A.1 Learn mathematics through problem solving, inquiry, and discovery  

4.5.A.2 Solve open-ended problems and problems that can be solved in multiple 
ways  

4.5.A.3 Select and apply a variety of appropriate problem-solving strategies to 
solve problems  

4.5.A.5 Monitor their progress and reflect on the problem-solving process chosen  

4.5.C.3 Recognize that mathematics is used in a variety of situation and contexts 
outside of mathematics  

4.5.D.2 Use reasoning to support problem solutions 

 

Science Standards: Grade 8  
5.1.8.A.1 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of data, claims, and arguments  

5.1.8.A.4 Recognize that curiosity, skepticism, open-mindedness, and honesty 
are attributes of scientists  

5.1.8.B.1 Identify questions and make predictions that can be addressed by 
conducting investigations  
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Critical Thinking Standards: Grade 8  
9.2.8.A.1 Communicate, analyze data, apply technology and problem solve 

9.2.8.A.2 Describe how personal beliefs and attitudes affect decision-making 

9.2.8.A.5 Practice goal setting and decision-making in areas relative to life skills  

9.2.8.B.2 Demonstrate responsibility for personal actions and contributions to 
group activities 

9.2.8.C.1 Demonstrate respect and flexibility in interpersonal and group 
situations 

9.2.8.C.2 Organize thoughts to reflect logical thinking and speaking 

9.2.8.C.3 Work cooperatively with others to solve a problem 

9.2.8.C.4 Demonstrate appropriate social skills within group activities  

9.2.8.C.6 Participate as a member of a team and contribute to a group effort 
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CRITERIA MATRICES  
 

for the  
 

Gifted and Talented Program  
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Grade 3 Gifted and Talented Criteria Matrix 
Third Grade 
Cognitive 

Abilities Test 
Scores  

Third Grade 
Teacher 

Evaluation/2nd 
Grade Teacher 

Evaluation  

Second Grade 
Holistic Writing 

Sample 
Composite Score 

Second Grade 
Math Trailblazers 
End-of-the-Year 

Assessment  

 

27 = 27 pts. 

26 = 26 pts. 

25 = 25 pts. 

24 = 24 pts. 

23 = 23 pts. 

22 = 22 pts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 point minimum 
composite stanine 
required to be 
considered for 
screening  

 

40 = 20 pts. 

39 = 19 pts. 

38 = 18 pts. 

37 = 17 pts. 

35-36 = 16 pts. 

33-34 = 15 pts. 

31-32 = 14 pts. 

29-30 = 13 pts. 

27-28 = 12 pts. 

25-26 = 11pts. 

23-24 = 10 pts. 

 

The two teacher 
evaluations will be 
averaged  

 

 

10 = 10 pts. 

9 = 9 pts. 

8 = 7 pts. 

7 = 5 pts. 

6 = 3 pts.   

 

99-100 = 10 pts. 

97-98 = 9 pts. 

95-96 = 8 pts. 

93-94 = 7 pts. 

91-92 = 6 pts. 

86-90 = 5 pts. 

80-85 = 4 pts.  

           41%   31%   14%   14%  

 

 

 

 

 

 



76 

Grade 4 Gifted and Talented Criteria Matrix 
Third Grade Cognitive 
Abilities Test Scores  

Third Grade Teacher 
Evaluation  

NJASK 3  

LAL & Math Scores 

 
27 = 20 pts. 

26 = 19 pts. 

25 = 18 pts. 

24 = 17 pts. 

23 = 16 pts. 

22 = 15 pts. 

 

 

 

 

 

22 point minimum 
composite stanine 
required to be considered 
for screening 

 

39-40 = 10 pts. 

37-38 = 9 pts. 

35-36 = 8 pts. 

33-34 = 7 pts. 

31-32 = 6 pts. 

28-30 = 5 pts. 

25-27 = 4 pts. 

 

 

 

 

0-3 points will be added 
from Gifted and Talented 
teacher for those 
students in the program 
during the previous 
school year  

 

LAL Test Scores 

> 250 = 10 pts. 

240-249 = 9 pts. 

230-239 = 8 pts. 

220-229 = 7 pts. 

215-219 = 6 pts. 

 

Math Scores 

> 270 = 10 pts. 

261-269 = 9 pts. 

253-260 = 8 pts. 

246-252 = 7 pts. 

240-245 = 6 pts. 

 

Advanced Proficient in 
both areas will be 
screened  

 

Highest possible 
combined number of 
points is 20  

           40%    20%    40%  
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Grade 5 Gifted and Talented Criteria Matrix 
Third Grade Cognitive 
Abilities Test Scores  

4th Grade Teacher 
Evaluation  

NJASK 4 

LAL & Math Scores 

 
27 = 20 pts. 

26 = 19 pts. 

25 = 18 pts. 

24 = 17 pts. 

23 = 16 pts. 

22 = 15 pts. 

 

 

 

 

 

22 point minimum 
composite stanine 
required to be considered 
for screening 

 

39-40 = 10 pts. 

37-38 = 9 pts. 

35-36 = 8 pts. 

33-34 = 7 pts. 

31-32 = 6 pts. 

28-30 = 5 pts. 

25-27 = 4 pts. 

 

 

 

 

0-3 points will be added 
from Gifted and Talented 
teacher for those 
students in the program 
during the previous 
school year  

 

LAL Test Scores 

> 250 = 10 pts. 

240-249 = 9 pts. 

230-239 = 8 pts. 

220-229 = 7 pts. 

215-219 = 6 pts. 

 

Math Scores 

> 270 = 10 pts. 

261-269 = 9 pts. 

253-260 = 8 pts. 

246-252 = 7 pts. 

240-245 = 6 pts. 

 

Advanced Proficient in 
both areas will be 
screened  

 

Highest possible 
combined number of 
points is 20  

           40%    20%    40%  
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Grade 6 Gifted and Talented Criteria Matrix 
Fifth Grade Cognitive 
Abilities Test Scores  

5th Grade Teacher 
Evaluation  

NJASK 5 

LAL & Math Scores 

 
27 = 20 pts. 

26 = 19 pts. 

25 = 18 pts. 

24 = 17 pts. 

23 = 16 pts. 

22 = 15 pts. 

 

 

 

 

 

22 point minimum 
composite stanine 
required to be considered 
for screening 

 

39-40 = 10 pts. 

37-38 = 9 pts. 

35-36 = 8 pts. 

33-34 = 7 pts. 

31-32 = 6 pts. 

28-30 = 5 pts. 

25-27 = 4 pts. 

 

 

 

 

0-3 points will be added 
from Gifted and Talented 
teacher for those 
students in the program 
during the previous 
school year  

 

LAL Test Scores 

> 250 = 10 pts. 

240-249 = 9 pts. 

230-239 = 8 pts. 

220-229 = 7 pts. 

215-219 = 6 pts. 

 

Math Scores 

> 270 = 10 pts. 

261-269 = 9 pts. 

253-260 = 8 pts. 

246-252 = 7 pts. 

240-245 = 6 pts. 

 

Advanced Proficient in 
both areas will be 
screened  

 

Highest possible 
combined number of 
points is 20  

           40%    20%    40%  
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Grade 7 Gifted and Talented Criteria Matrix 
5th Grade Cognitive 
Abilities Test Scores  

6th Grade Team 
Evaluation  

NJASK 6 

LAL & Math Scores 

 
27 = 20 pts. 

26 = 19 pts. 

25 = 18 pts. 

24 = 17 pts. 

23 = 16 pts. 

22 = 15 pts. 

 

 

 

 

 

22 point minimum 
composite stanine 
required to be considered 
for screening 

 

39-40 = 10 pts. 

37-38 = 9 pts. 

35-36 = 8 pts. 

33-34 = 7 pts. 

31-32 = 6 pts. 

28-30 = 5 pts. 

25-27 = 4 pts. 

 

 

 

 

0-3 points will be added 
from Gifted and Talented 
teacher for those 
students in the program 
during the previous 
school year  

 

LAL Test Scores 

> 250 = 10 pts. 

240-249 = 9 pts. 

230-239 = 8 pts. 

220-229 = 7 pts. 

215-219 = 6 pts. 

 

Math Scores 

> 270 = 10 pts. 

261-269 = 9 pts. 

253-260 = 8 pts. 

246-252 = 7 pts. 

240-245 = 6 pts. 

 

Advanced Proficient in 
both areas will be 
screened  

 

Highest possible 
combined number of 
points is 20  

           40%    20%    40%  
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Grade 8 Gifted and Talented Criteria Matrix 
Fifth Grade Cognitive 
Abilities Test Scores  

7th  Grade Team 
Evaluation  

NJASK 7  

LAL & Math Scores 

 
27 = 20 pts. 

26 = 19 pts. 

25 = 18 pts. 

24 = 17 pts. 

23 = 16 pts. 

22 = 15 pts. 

 

 

 

 

 

22 point minimum 
composite stanine 
required to be considered 
for screening 

 

39-40 = 10 pts. 

37-38 = 9 pts. 

35-36 = 8 pts. 

33-34 = 7 pts. 

31-32 = 6 pts. 

28-30 = 5 pts. 

25-27 = 4 pts. 

 

 

 

 

0-3 points will be added 
from Gifted and Talented 
teacher for those 
students in the program 
during the previous 
school year  

 

LAL Test Scores 

> 250 = 10 pts. 

240-249 = 9 pts. 

230-239 = 8 pts. 

220-229 = 7 pts. 

215-219 = 6 pts. 

 

Math Scores 

> 270 = 10 pts. 

261-269 = 9 pts. 

253-260 = 8 pts. 

246-252 = 7 pts. 

240-245 = 6 pts. 

 

Advanced Proficient in 
both areas will be 
screened  

 

Highest possible 
combined number of 
points is 20  

           40%    20%    40%  
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TEACHER EVALUATION FORM 
 

for the  
 

Gifted and Talented Program  
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Township of Ocean School District 
Gifted and Talented Program Teacher Evaluation Sheet  

 

Student:        School:  

Grade:      Teacher:  

 

Please rate the student using the qualifiers (0-4) provided.  Every item must be rated.  Do 
not leave any item blank.  Please pay specific attention to those phrases in bold type. 
 
DEMONSTRATES THE       DEMONSTRATES     DEMONSTRATES THE       IS DEVELOPING     DOES NOT  

BEHAVIOR OR SKILL         THE BEHAVIOR OR       BEHAVIOR OR SKILL        THE BEHAVIOR      DEMONSTRATE 

AT ALL TIMES              SKILL MOST OF      INCONSISTENTLY             OR SKILL                 THE BEHAVIOR 

(CONSISTENTLY)             THE TIME        OR SKILL 

(4)        (3)                  (2)         (1)          (0)  

 

1. Masters factual information quickly; learns rapidly and efficiently.  
 

2. Organizes tasks well; grasps relationship of individual steps to the whole process.  
 

3. Utilizes unusually advanced vocabulary for age or grade level, characterized by richness 
of expression, elaboration, and/or fluency. 

 

4. Follows through with work that initially excites him/her without requiring external 
motivation; a self-starter. 

 

5. Persists in task completion; follows through and completes task on time.   
 

6. Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems and questions; thinks “outside 
of the box”; offers unique, unusual, or clever responses.   

 

7. Takes a positive leadership role in the school or community group activities (volunteers 
and is looked upon or chosen by others as a leader).  

 

8. Demonstrates superior ability to understand abstract concepts (e.g. mathematics and 
science). 

 

9. Engages in self-initiated activities (e.g. reads, writes, draws, etc.). 
 

10. Arrives at unique, unconventional solutions to problems as opposed to more traditional or 
conventional ones; seeks to create rather than imitate.  

 
 

Point Total     Comments:  
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The Difference Between a 
Gifted Student and a Bright 

Student 
 

Gifted and Talented Program 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE  
COGNITIVE ABILITIES 

TEST 
 
 

Gifted and Talented Program 
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GIFTED PROGRAM  
STANDARDS 

 
 

From the National Association for 
Gifted Children  
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